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Asst. Secry., for Public and Indian Housing, HUD § 983.353 

§ 983.352 Vacancy payment. 
(a) Payment for move-out month. If an 

assisted family moves out of the unit, 
the owner may keep the housing assist-
ance payment payable for the calendar 
month when the family moves out 
(‘‘move-out month’’). However, the 
owner may not keep the payment if the 
PHA determines that the vacancy is 
the owner’s fault. 

(b) Vacancy payment at PHA discre-
tion. (1) At the discretion of the PHA, 
the HAP contract may provide for va-
cancy payments to the owner (in the 
amounts determined in accordance 
with paragraph (b)(2) of this section) 
for a PHA-determined period of va-
cancy extending from the beginning of 
the first calendar month after the 
move-out month for a period not ex-
ceeding two full months following the 
move-out month. 

(2) The vacancy payment to the 
owner for each month of the maximum 
two-month period will be determined 
by the PHA, and cannot exceed the 
monthly rent to owner under the as-
sisted lease, minus any portion of the 
rental payment received by the owner 
(including amounts available from the 
tenant’s security deposit). Any va-
cancy payment may cover only the pe-
riod the unit remains vacant. 

(3) The PHA may make vacancy pay-
ments to the owner only if: 

(i) The owner gives the PHA prompt, 
written notice certifying that the fam-
ily has vacated the unit and containing 
the date when the family moved out (to 
the best of the owner’s knowledge and 
belief); 

(ii) The owner certifies that the va-
cancy is not the fault of the owner and 
that the unit was vacant during the pe-
riod for which payment is claimed; 

(iii) The owner certifies that it has 
taken every reasonable action to mini-
mize the likelihood and length of va-
cancy; and 

(iv) The owner provides any addi-
tional information required and re-
quested by the PHA to verify that the 
owner is entitled to the vacancy pay-
ment. 

(4) The owner must submit a request 
for vacancy payments in the form and 
manner required by the PHA and must 
provide any information or substan-
tiation required by the PHA to deter-

mine the amount of any vacancy pay-
ment. 

§ 983.353 Tenant rent; payment to 
owner. 

(a) PHA determination. (1) The tenant 
rent is the portion of the rent to owner 
paid by the family. The PHA deter-
mines the tenant rent in accordance 
with HUD requirements. 

(2) Any changes in the amount of the 
tenant rent will be effective on the 
date stated in a notice by the PHA to 
the family and the owner. 

(b) Tenant payment to owner. (1) The 
family is responsible for paying the 
tenant rent (total tenant payment 
minus the utility allowance). 

(2) The amount of the tenant rent as 
determined by the PHA is the max-
imum amount the owner may charge 
the family for rent of a contract unit. 
The tenant rent is payment for all 
housing services, maintenance, equip-
ment, and utilities to be provided by 
the owner without additional charge to 
the tenant, in accordance with the 
HAP contract and lease. 

(3) The owner may not demand or ac-
cept any rent payment from the tenant 
in excess of the tenant rent as deter-
mined by the PHA. The owner must 
immediately return any excess pay-
ment to the tenant. 

(4) The family is not responsible for 
payment of the portion of the rent to 
owner covered by the housing assist-
ance payment under the HAP contract. 
The owner may not terminate the ten-
ancy of an assisted family for non-
payment of the PHA housing assist-
ance payment. 

(c) Limit of PHA responsibility. (1) The 
PHA is responsible only for making 
housing assistance payments to the 
owner on behalf of a family in accord-
ance with the HAP contract. The PHA 
is not responsible for paying the tenant 
rent, or for paying any other claim by 
the owner. 

(2) The PHA may not use housing as-
sistance payments or other program 
funds (including any administrative fee 
reserve) to pay any part of the tenant 
rent or to pay any other claim by the 
owner. The PHA may not make any 
payment to the owner for any damage 
to the unit, or for any other amount 
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